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Forecast on March 12

Partly Cloudy (45%)
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Afternoon Skies on March 13

Daytime: Perfectly Clear
Forecast for 2am: Partly cloudy (35%)
Went to bed early.

Set the alarm clock for 1:50am.
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March 14

Alarm was set for 1:50am.
Woke up at 1:30am.
Got dressed, went downstairs, looked out the window...
Totally cloudy.
Looked up where the Moon should be.

It was visible through the thin layer of cirrus clouds. Nice view of
the eclipse prior to totality.

Went outdoors to set up my telescope and take pictures.
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Rolled my 10" Ritchey-Chretien telescope out onto my driveway.
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Getting Setup

Rolled my 10" Ritchey-Chretien telescope out onto my driveway.
Cirrus clouds looked thicker. The Moon was still visible.
Couldn’t see any stars. Couldn't see Polaris.

Couldn't do a proper Polar Alignment.

Used the compass on my iPhone to orient the tracking mount to
roughly point the polar axis due north.

Attached my ZWO ASI2400MC-Pro camera to my computer.
Started the ASI Studio app. Images started appearing real time.
Manually pointed the telescope until the Moon appeared on my
computer.

The polar alignment was good.

But the Moon moves relative to the stars.

Had to recenter the Moon every few minutes.
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First Saved Picture: 01:59:47am
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Best Pics Pre-Totality: 02:02:20am




Best Pics Pre-Totality: 02:03:57am




Best Pics Pre-Totality: 02:07:10am



Best Pics Pre-Totality: 02:13:03am
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During Totality...

Exposure time was set to 9 seconds.
Totality started about 2:30am.
| took pics for about 40 minutes during totality.
That's about 60/9 x 40 = 266 pictures.
99% of them were just white from the clouds.

| did not save all of those images.

To save an image | had to click on "Save” in the ASI Studio app.

| only clicked on it eight times during totality.

And, only three of those images were any good.

1]



Here's one of the not good ones...




The First of the 3 Good Pictures Taken During Totality:
02:31:07am




Just 9 Seconds Later:
02:31:16am




About 10 Minutes Later:
02:41:41am




End of the Story

Clearly, the first of those three is the best.
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End of the Story

Clearly, the first of those three is the best.
And, from 2:41am to about 3:10am, | got no other good pics.

It was obvious that the cirrus clouds were getting thicker over time.

So, at about 3:10am | turned off the camera and put things away.
Done for the night.
In the morning | did some "image processing”.

| used Topaz Lab's Denoise tool to improve the picture.

| then used Photoshop to darken the background (i.e., the clouds).

Here's the processed version...
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First Totality Picture After Processing




